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Matthew xx. 25, 26, 
Feſus ſaid: Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles | 


exerciſe dominion over them, and they, that are great, 
exerciſe authority upon them: BUT IT SHALL NOT 
BE SO AMONG YOU, 


HE moſt violent prejudice, that ever was formed 
againſt the chriſtian religion, is that which is 

taken from the means employed to ſupport it. People 
fay, and they ſay truly, a divine revelation, ſuppoſe 
fuch a thing, muſt have in itſelf motives of credibility, 
and, if it have, force muſt be in all cafes unneceſſary, 
and in moſt extremely dangerous. The profeſſion of 
the chriſtian religion, they add, is ſupported, not by 
argument, but by ſecular authority. n | 
therefore is not divine. | 


We call this, however, a prejudice, and by a very 
plain diſtinction we more than diſſolve the prejudice 
we convert this objection againſt chriſtianity into an 
argument in defence of it. Chriſtianity is to be con- 
Adered in two different views; the one as it is re- 
pre:ented in the doctrine and precepts of Chriſt, and 
S7 B | the 
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he other as it is deſcribed in the doctrine and precepts 
of ſome of his followers. That theſe are very different, 
and that the one is ſubverſive of the other, a compari- 
ſon of the text with the inſtitutes of ſome chriſtians 
moſt clearly proves. The princes of the Gentiles 
exerciſe dominion over them; but it ſhall nor be ſo 
among you: This is pure ſcripture. The princes of 
the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them; and it ſhall 
be ſo among you: This is chriſtianity corrupted. 
The firſt is credible becauſe it is juſt : The laſt appears 

credible, becauſe Almighty God cannot be the author 
of. a rational religion ſo defective in motives of credi- 
bility as to need the aid of ſecular power to ſupport 
its credit in the world. 


That our Lord ſpeaks here of human authority 
over religion, I take for granted. If proof be neceſ- 
ſary, let us obſerve the words. The princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe dominion. It was not civil govern- 
ment, then, common to both Jews and Gentiles, 
which Jeſus forbad: but it was ſuch dominion as 
heathen monarchs exerciſed, but which the kings of 
the Jews did not. The written law of Moſes was 
the religion of the Jews, and the legiſlator had ſaid, 
ye ſhall not add, neither ſhall you diminiſh anght. 
| Obſerve all the words of this law, it is your life. 

The Jewiſh kings were required to write a copy of the 
law, but they had no authority to alter a word. It 
was not ſo with the Gentiles, and the leſſon that was 
read to-day immediately before prayer, the third chapter 
of Daniel, was intended to inform us what dominion, 
the Lord prohibited in the text. A chriſtian prince 
muſt not govern like a pagan; he muſt not either in- 
vent a falſe religion, or ſupport a true ane by force, 
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By what miſtaken management, then, hath it come 
to paſs, that the diſciples contradict their maſter: that 
in a caſe of which he expreſsly ſays, It ſhall not be, 
they prefume to affirm, it Hall be. This is the queſ- 
tion which we are going to anſwer, not by quoting 
texts, but by reporting a few facts, which account for 
the intruſion of dominion into the church. The nar- 
ration may ſerve to ſhew the injuſtice of human. au- 
thority over conſcience, and to exculpate modern 
goyernors who certainly had no concern in the intro- 
duction of it, and of courſe have no blame for finding 
it there. Whether they will acquire the praiſe, as it 
is in their power, of caſting this demon out, muſt be 
left to themſelves to determine. | 


Parents and Guardians way the firſt who exerciſed 
this dominion, Chriſtianity was firſt taught in a 
province of the Roman empire. From thence it dif- 
fuſed itſelf into all the provinces, where the patria 
Potęſtas, the abſolute power of parents over their 
children was an ancient right. There the condition of 
minors formed a difficult caſe. Might a chriſtian 
' guardian of rich pagan minors initiate his wards into 
the chriſtian church ? Could a pagan guardian prevent 
a Chriſtian minor's initiating himſelf? Was a chriſtian 
maſter of a charity ſchool of pagan orphans to be 
juſtified by law for incorporating his pupils under age 
into the chriſtian church? Could a minor diſpoſe of 
himſelf? Ar Aletandria i in Egypt, and at Carthage i in 
Africa the queſtion was agitated, At Alexandria they 
did receive youths under age into the c urch. At 
Carthage a celebrated chriſtian lawyer adviſed the 
church to defer the admiſſion of them. In time, 
howeyer, the intereſted turned the ſcale, and the ad- 
B 2 miſſion 
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miſſion OY minors, and even of babes almoſt univere 
ally prevailed. i e 1 
"Same apology may be made for the Alexandrians. | 
They had ſome. extraordinary youths in their ſchool. 
Origen was a young man of forward and uncommon. 
parts, and the church appointed him Catechiſt at the 
age of eighteen, when ſeven years were wanting to 
complete his majority. Seven of his young diſciples 
had the courage to ſuffer martyrdom, of whom five 
had been initiated into the church by baptiſm, for 
which the other two were preparing. After the time 
of Origen, the celebrated Didymus was of this ſchool. 
This child loſt his ſight when he was about five years 
of age. He had pleaſed himſelf with the hope of 
becoming a ſcholar, . and had enjoyed his fight long 
enough to learn the magnitude of his loſs. When his 
heart was ready to burſt with grief, he heard ſomebody 
read the nineteenth of Matthew, where the Lord 
ſpeaks of the difficulty of the ſalvation of a rich man, 
and makes uſe of - theſe words, with men this is impoſ- 
fible, but with God all things ere poſſible. His troubled 
heart laid hold of the laſt words, with God all things 
are poſſible, and he became a petitioner to God to repair , 
his loſs by enlightening his mind. A friend ſaid, Be 
not uneaſy, Didymus, for though it hath pleaſed Pro- 
vidence to deprive you of natural fight, ſuch as flies 
and other little animals enjoy, yet he hath given you 
ſuch powers as thoſe, with which angels behold the 
Majeſty of God. In brief, Didymus by indefatigable 
attention became a ſcholar, eminent in ſeveral ſciences, 
ſo that he was appointed to preſide in the ſchool, 
| 5500 he educated many, u ho were afterwards great 
He dictated and publiſhed many books, and in 


very 
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very advanced age, ſome ſay his ninety- third year, he 
departed this life adorned Wah reputation * . ſur- 
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"= peculiar 3 no 1 perſons may: underſtand 
and believe the chriſtian religion in early life, and in. 
them it is an act of diſcretion to diſpoſe of themſelves: 
by embracing the chriſtian profeſſion , without waiting: 
for forms of human law, which the wiſdom. of legiſla- 
tors hath regulated, not by peculiar caſes, but by the 
general condition of mankind, | The argument for mi- 
nority doth not apply to infancy, and as a ; profeſſion of 
any thing ought not to be impoſed upon a child, 
much leſs ought the profeſſion of a religion to de 
impoſed upon a natural infant, who in this reſpect i is 
an irrational animal, that doth not know, and coor 
conſent at all. et on np 

We fappoſe, © our Saviour jo the text 1 1 
ciſe of this parental dominion in his favour. It was 
to his honour chat he did ſo, for had he directed: Im- 
poſe my name upon all your deſcendants without their 
knowledge or conſent: Introduce the unjuſt and capri - 
cious patria potęſtas of the Romans into my kingdom, 
and let the chriſtian church be the wiſe and the igno- 
rant, the profligate and the pure: he would have ren - 
dered his goſpel ſuſpected. K would have ſeemed 
what it ought not to ſeem, as if it uk from a fur 


inveſtigation. ü | 
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This dominion, which hath been exerciſed for many 
ages, continues to be ſo. When children firſt begin 
to think, chriſtianity is not propoſed to their exami- 
pation, but they are informed they are chriſtiang 


LS)! 

Already diſpoſed of bs a contract made for them by 
proxies, whom they are taught to call godfathers, and 
godmothers, who promiſed and vowed three things 
1 their name, that they ſhould renounce Satan and 

e pomps of the world, that they ſhould believe all 
the articles of the chriſtian faith, and that they ſhould 
keep God's s holy commandments all the days of their 
lives; and When they are aſked whether they hold 
themſelves bound to perform” theſe engagements of 
their proxies; each is Taught to Fn, Yes verily, 
and by | God's help ſo I will. | 


I hope, ſuch of you, my brethied;” as bdig the 
baptiſm of infants, will not imagine I am cenſuring 
you. Vou baptize infants becauſe you ſincerely be- 
lieve infant baptiſm is agreeable * to ſcripture, but you 
do not incorporate them into your churthes. ** You 
defer this till they arrive at years of diſcretion, and 
then, layih ig afide all compulſion, you admit them be- 
cauſe they « deſire to be admitred, upon proof that they 
have thou, ht for themſelves, and are chtiſtians on 
their own conviction of the truth of chriſtianity. 
This is a caſe different from that of infant church 
memberſhip, and extremely ſo from that of youth i in 
ſome countries, who would renounce their infane 
initiation at the hazard of their lives. There parental 
dominion rei Ins in all its horrour. Parents are com- 
pelled to exetcife it, and their children are doomed to 


ſuffer all its conſequences, 


" Imperial dominion is a ſecond. kind of authority, 
which chriſtian princes have” introduced into the 
chriftian church. The title and the power of Pontifex 


| Maximus, high prieſt,” had been affuwed by pagan em- 
perors 


[ 9 1 
perors long before any of them profeſſed the chriſtian 
religion, and Julius Cæſar was high prieſt as well as 
Conſtantine, It was an office of great dignity, ex- 
tenſive patronage, and abſolute power in the ſtate, 
When Conſtantine entered into the chriſtian church 
he brought along with him all his imperial titles, and 
his abſolute dominion. Like a true politician he 
Joined himſelf to the moſt numerous and the moſt 
powerful party of chriſtians, and they, being at the 
ſame time the leaſt enlightened, and the moſt depraved 
of all other parties of chriſtians, taught him to exer- 
Ciſe his pagan authority over all his ſubjects both 
pagan and chriſtian. They flattered him, that he was 
a judge of their ſpeculations, which they called arti- 
cles of faith, that it was his duty .to regulate a 
ceremonial, and to ſupport both by the omnipotence 
of his imperial power. They perſuaded him, this was 
the chriſtian religion, and they interpreted his dreams 
into divine viſions, in order to convince him, and to 
bear down the populace, that Almighty God had 
miraculouſly raiſed him up to ſupport a faction, and 
to oppreſs the reſt of mankind for his glory. 


When this firſt chriſtian emperot iſſued edits to 
deſtroy pagan temples and ſacrifices; when he arranged 
a prieſthood, erected chriſtian temples, and endowed 
churches, he acted conſtitutionally, for the pagan 
Pontifex maximus had always. been conſidered as the 
judge and arbitrator of divine and human affairs, The: 
inſtitution was nearly coeval with Rome, and it wag 
a law of the twelve tables, that no perſon ſhould: 
worſhip any new or foreign god, unlefs authoriſed; by 
publick authority. If the pagan Romans tolerated all re- 
Lions, it was not owing. to a neceſſity of Jaw, but to 
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a wiſe though unwritten policy, which uſually regu- 

lated the affairs of that brave and generous people. 
Unhappily, Conſtantine rejected this ſound policy, 
and by becoming a partizan, and taking a fide, threw 
all the empire into a confuſion, which iſſued in the 
diſmemberment and deſtruction of it. 


| Ane power over the ae of the people fell 
ti} :; with the empire into the hands of various civil go- 
| vernors, and in this country it reſides in ours. The 
| legiſlative power have adopted a plan of faith and 
praQtice prepared by. the clergy of one party, and the 
executive power hath the prerogative of ſupporting it. 
The princes of the Gentiles exerciſe een over them, 
end it ſhall be ſo among - oy 


A third kind of dominion [ call, for diſtinction ſake, 
Feudal. In former times a ſet of adventurers iſſued out 
of their foreſts, ſubdued a country thinty inhabited, 
deſtroyed or enſlaved the natives, divided the lands 

among themſelves, peopled their waſtes with captives 
and ſlaves, denominated themſelves lords, and ruled 
without controul, Men, women, children, cattle, 
menſils, the natural and artifical produce, all were 
the property of the lord, and lis will their only law. 
When vaſt diſtricts had been ſo peopled, and when 
Mheſe fendal lords began to think of civilizing their 
Haves, they parcelled out their lands, and erected 
manſes, which in time became villages, in each of 
which they ſet up a building for the ſervice of God, 
placed a prieſt to preſide oyer the religion of the te- 
nants, endowed the ſervice with houſe and lands, and 
ordered the payment of what are now called tithes. 
| On the demiſe or the removal of the incumbent, the 
42 Lord 
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Lord, not the tenants, appointed his ſucceſſor. The 
tenants were not ſuppoſed capable of judging, and 
they were never conſulted. Hence no affection in 
the people, and no emulation in the prieſt. This do- 
minion of patronage remains, although the reaſon of 
it hath long ſince vaniſhed, In barbarous times, pa- 
gans and ſlaves, incapable to judge becauſe deprived of 
the means, apt to mutiny becauſe galled with a yoke 
of bondage, and in a country where the ſupreme 
governour was only the ſtrongeſt feudal lord, and when 
there was no law, no civil order, no ſafe and regular 
ſucceſſion, it might be prudent to ſuſpend the right 
of election: but how can this argument be urged 
againſt an enlightened, peaceable and well governed 
nation of freemen? They ſelect their friends, chooſe 
their profeſſions, employments and diverſions, prefer 
their wives, appoint their phyſicians, nominate their 
repreſentatives in the ſtate, free in all when they do 
not interrupt civil order, and why the ſame men, ſo 
capable in other caſes, may not elect their miniſters, - 
who can aſſign a ſatisfactory reaſon? Aſſuredly, this 
text cannot be quoted, Among the Gentiles hey that 
are great exerciſe authority over them, but it ſhall not be 


Je among yon. 


To mention only one article more. Hierarebical 
power is a ſort of dominion, which the text forbids. 
It is, I think, a popular errour, but it is not, I preſume, 
an errour of this aſſembly, that the hierarchy of Rome 
originated with ſuch plain men as you, the mere 
teachers of primitive chriſtians, then denominated, as 
the inſpectors of a road, and the overſeers of any 
company were, biſhops. Your ſocieties have no idea 


of * chriſtianity, they have not even the 
C ſcheme 
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ſcheme of popery in contemplation. Vour congrega- 
tions have order, but no authority. One member 
claims no authority over another member within your 
Churches: and one of your congregations does not pre- 
tend to exerciſe authority over any other congregation. 
Had Chriſt our maſter and Lord delegated his authority 
to any individual, or to any collective body, he would 
have ſown the ſeed of a ſpiritual monarchy, which to 
have ſupported itſelf muſt have become a ſecular do- 
minion; and the head of it a worldly power able to 
con tend with and ſubdue Emperours and Kings: but hs 
did not inſtitute ſuch an authority at all, and no man 
can ſhers his warraat for the exerciſe of it. Fraternal 
order he did inſtitute, but dominion he expreſsly for- 
bad: and Jeſus is guiltleſs of all the oppreſſion that 
hath been exerciſed, and all the blood that hath been 
ſhed by his ill-informed followers in his name. 


Numa Pompilius, the fecond king of Rome, ages 

before Jeſus was born, was the man, who framed for 
purpoſes of government a pagan hierarchy, and monks 
were the men who introduced it. with ſucceſs into the 
catholick church. With catholicks it is a common 
ſaying, If Saint Benedict, the father of weſtern mo- 
nachiſm, had never preached, Saint Peter, the apoſtle 
of Jeſus, might have gone a begging. There is, 
moreover, this difference between the pagan and the 
papal hierarchy, the firſt only regulated a ritual which 
left opinion free, but the laſt beſide a ceremonial 
effabliſhed articles of faith. | 


The eatholick chureh of Rome was of little account, 
and made no figure before the council of Nice, and it 
"owes its ſplendour and power chiefly to two events: 
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The removal of the ſeat of empire from Rome to Con- 
ſtantinople by Conſtantine, and the inundation of the 
monks. When the people of. Rome choſe a monk for 
their biſhop, ſince known by the name of Gregory the 
great, their ſtate was very low. At the beginning of 
the ſixth century, they had only one king in the world 
in their community, Clovis, king of the Salii, a nation 
of Franks (all the reſt were Pagans or Arians) : but 
when Gregory became biſhop of Rome, he employed 
monks to extend his empire every where. Into this 
country he ſent one Auguſtine, accompanied by forty 
other monks, in his own ſtyle, to convert the nation to 
the chriſtian faith, that is, in our's, to impoſe upon a free 
people by the aid of the civil power monachiſm in the 
name of chriſtianity. Auſtin deſired a conference with 

the Britiſh chriſtians, who without interrupting go- 
vernment had been long peaceably cultivating their 
lands and adoring their God. The Britons ſent a de- 
putation to meet him, with direction to obſerve his 
deportment. If he ſhould appear to reſemble Jeſus 
in meekneſs and lowlineſs, they were to give him the 
right hand of fellowſhip: but if he ſhould behave 
with haughtineſs, they were to return as they 
went. Auſtin received them with inſolence, and took 
the tone of authority. The Britons, open to reaſon 
but averſe to force, returned. The barbarous monk, 
better acquainted with his miſſal than with the new 
teſtament, and more true to the ſecret orders of his 
maſter at Rome than to the prohibition of Jeſus in the 
text, pretended that rejection of himſelf was contempt 
of GOD, and propheſied the deſtruction of all the Bri- 
| tiſh chriſtians. This was ſoon after effected by the 

ſword, which, it is credible, was EC 


the intrigues of the devout miſſionary, 
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The land being thus eee more than ſeven long 
centuries did a ſucceſſion of monks continue to faſci- 
nate the wiſe, and to frighten the weak, into zeal for 
my ſteries which none of them underſtood, into abſo- 
lute obedience to a foreigner, who was both a ſecular 
prince and a high prieſt, and who governed by his will, 
or by a code of foreign law, and into the loſs of all 
that their remote anceſtors had held moſt dear. By a 
wiſe order of Providence, in time the ill produced its 
own cure, and the oppreſſion became ſo general and ſo 
intolerable that an inquiry into the cauſe began, and 
by due proceſs inquiry ended in the reformation. A 
noble deſign, but executed only in part. Had all do- 
minion over conſcience been baniſhed, every thing elſe 
would have fallen into its own proper place: but 
though monks were expelled, idols diſmounted, cere- 
monies reformed, and foreign authority diſowned; yet 
that, which had produced all former abuſes, remained, 
dominion over conſcience, only it was veſted in the 


King. 
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By the way, it is not accurate to ſpeak of a conſtitu- 
tion in church and ſtate, as if the church were half the 
ſtate, or as if the Britiſh conſtitution conſiſted of two 

independent empires in alliance, becauſe the truth is, 
the executive power diſtributes the religion of the ſtate 
by theclergy, exactly as the ſame executive power diſ- 
tributes the wealth, the protection, and the law of the 
ſtate, by other claſſes of ſtate-officers. We do not 
ſay, conſtitution in law and ſtate, or in army and ſtate, 
or in exchequer and ſtate, for all theſe are creatures of 
ſtate, branches of civil government, and ſuch is the 
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To return. Under this authority, Proteftants, who 
had been in exile for reſiſting foreign dominion over con- 
ſcience, returned home, and without a bluſh, exerciſed 
the ſame kind of dominion over their fellow ſubjects, 
ſome of them too their fellow ſufferers. Eccleſiaſtical 
government was the fatal rock on which all reformers 
daſhed. Once allow the principle, that conſcience 
will admit of other than /e/#- government, and you 
introduce confuſion and every evil work to determine 
who ſhall govern, the preſbyter, the prince, the biſhop 
or the pope. 


From the reformation to the revolution oppreſſion 
excited inquiry. Some examined the original records 
of chriſtianity, others ſtudied the riſe, the nature, and 
the extent of civil government, together with the an- 
cient uſages of our remote anceſtors, and the moſt 
concluded that tyranny in every form and in every 
degree was an interruption of ſocial happineſs, and 

that of all countries in the world Britain had the deep- 
elt intereſt in making her inhabitants perfectly free. 


Proteſtants of thoſe times examined the affair of 
dominion to the bottom. By reading the genuine 
ſcriptures, they found, Chriſt had not empowered any 
one chriſtian to rule the conſcience of another, or any 
one ſociety of chriſtians to impoſe laws of religion vpon 
another. They obſerved, he had expreſsly forbidden 
the exerciſe of ALL dominion of this kind. By ſtudy- 
ing civil government, they underſtood that a good civil 
magiſtracy took cognizance of only overt acts, which 
diſturb the peace of ſociety, By reading our ancient 
records they concluded, that authority over conſcience 


was as unconſtitutional in this kingdom as it was un- 
juſt 


nr 
Juſt in itſelf. They objected, - that Queen Elizabeth, 
on one day, by ſound of trumpet, received the whole 
nation into her church; and then held all faſt bound by 
arbitrary laws. They remarked, that ſubſcription to 
thirty or forty ſpeculations of the ſchools contributed 
nothing to the peace of ſociety, but that the impoſi- 
tion of it tended only to divide, diſturb, and diſtreſs : 
that it was unjuſt to oblige men to declare their un- 
feigned aſſent and conſent to all things contained in a 
book, which compelled them often in every year to 
pronounce a ſentence of inevitable deſtruction on all 
Arians and Socinians, and yet, when the ſame people 
died, to pronounce them dear brethren, and to pray 
that their own ſouls might reſt with theirs in heaven. 
They added many other objections againſt the book. 
They rejected canonical obedience to an ordinary upon 
oath. In brief, they refuſed to conform, and for non- 
conformity they ſuffered fines and bonds, exile and 
death. I own, it is not in my power to cenſure this 


numerous hoſt of chriſtians. Would 1, a freeborn 


native of this enlightened country, exchange my chriſ- 
tian liberty for a ſtate of ſuch ſervility ? I would not. 
To ſay nothing of the goſpel, the Briton in my ſoul 
(forgive the expreſſion) a laudable pride of birthright 


would forbid me. 


The juſtice of theſe remonſtrances, and others pro- 
ceeding from the ſame love of liberty, carried convic- 
tion into all men's minds, and in due time produced 
the glorious revolution of ſixteen hundred eighty 
eight: but, glorious as the revolution was, it was not, 
however, perfect, for although liberty was declared the 
unqueſtionable birthright of all Engliſhmen, yet liberty 
of conſcience was offered to a large part of the nation 

only 
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only on condition of their reſigning ſome of their moſt 
honourable birthrights; and taking the ſacrament 
according to the uſage of the church of England was 
made a teſt of competency to hold any civil or military 
office. This was done much againſt the will of the 
king, and many members of parliament, and all the 
diſintereſted part of the nation. 


Some noble lords of the upper houſe left upon 
record a proteſt, which clearly diſcovers what they 
thought of this remnant of ancient yy This 
is part of it, 


cc We diſſent. 1. Becauſe it gives great part of the 
proteſtant freemen of England reaſon to complain of 
inequality and hard uſage, when they are excluded 
from publick employments by law: And alſo becauſe 
it deprives the king and kingdom of divers men fit and - 
capable to ſerve the publick in ſeveral ſtations, and 
that for a mere ſcruple of conſcience, which can by no 


means render them ſuſpected, much leſs diſaffected to 


the government. 


2. Becauſe his majeſty, as the common and indul- 
gent father of his people, having expreſſed an earneſt 
deſire of liberty for tender conſciences to his proteſtant 
ſubjects: And my lords the biſhops having divers of 
them, on ſeveral occaſions profeſſed an inclination to, 
and owned the reaſonableneſs of ſuch a ne We 
apprehend it will raiſe ſuſpicion in ſome men's minds of 
ſomething elſe than the care of religion, or the pub- 
lick, and different from a defign to heal our breaches, 
when they find that by confining ſecular employments 
to ecclefiaſtical conformity, thoſe are ſhutout from 
civil 
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civil affairs, whoſe doctrine and worſhip may be tole- - 
rated by authority of parliament, there being a bill 
before us by order of the houſe to that purpoſe, eſpe- 
cially when without this excluſive rigour the church 
is ſecured in all her privileges and preferments, nobody 
being hereby let into them who is not ſtrictly con- 
formable. 


3. Becauſe to ſet marks of diſtinction and humi- 
liation on any ſort of men, who have not rendered. 
themſelves juſtly ſuſpected to government, as it is at 
all times to be avoided by the makers of juſt and equi- 
table laws, ſo may it be particularly of ill effect to the 
reformed intereſt both at home and abroad at this pre- 
ſent conjuncture, which ſtands in need of the united 
hands and hearts of all proteſtants. 


| 4. Becauſe it turns the edge of a law (we know 

x not by what fate) upon proteſtants and friends to the 

'4vF government, which was intended againſt papiſts, to 
exclude them from places of truſt, as men avowedly 
dangerous to our government and religion : And thus 
the taking the ſacrament which was enjoined only as a 

means to diſcoyer papiſts, is now made a diſtinguiſh- 
ing duty amongſt proteſtants, to weaken the whole by. 
caſting off a part of them. 


5. Becauſe myſteries of religion and "RI wor- 
ſhip are of divine original, and of a nature ſo wholly 
diſtinct from the ſecular affairs of politick ſociety, that 
they cannot be applied to thoſe ends; and therefore 
the church by the law of the goſpel, as well as com- 
mon prudence, ought to take care neither to offend 


Cs tender conſciences within itſelf, nor give offence to 
thoſe 
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thoſe without, by mixing their ſacred myſteries with 


_ ſecular intereſts, - 


6. Becauſe we cannot ſee how it can conſiſt with 
the law of God, common equity, or the right of any 
free · born ſubject, that any one be- puniſhed without 

crime. If it be a crime not to take the ſacrament ac- 
cording to the uſage of the church of England, every 
one ought to be puniſhed for it, which nobody affirms: 
If it be no crime, thoſe, who are capable and judged 
fit for employments by the king, ought not to be pu- 
niſhed with a law of excluſion for not doing that 
which it is no crime to forbear,” 


To reaſons ſo fubfantia it ſhould ſeem unneceſſary 
to add any thing; I will however take the 3 hd 


ſubjoin a few other n 


This iniquitous teſt affects the royal prerogative. 
In a mixed monarchy, like this, where the legiſlative 
power. commits the executive power to one perſon, 
who is obliged by the nature and neceſſity of the caſe, 
to diſcharge his high truſt by employing officers to re- 
preſent himſelf, a ſacramental is an improper teſt, 
becaufe ſhould the monarch obſerve men ever ſo capa- 
ble of ſerving the Rate, how much ſoever their talents 
and their integrity might recommend them, yet this 
unrighteous law, more ſuitable to a bigot than a prince, 
would forbid the ſovereign to appoint them to office, 


Nor is this teſt leſs inconſiſtent with the wiſdom 
that conſtituted parliament. If not receiving the 
facrament according. to the uſage of the church of 


TY do not diſqualify a man for en in parlia- 
D ment, 
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ment, why doth it diſqualify him 16r the office of 2 
tidewaiter ? Do we require leſs to qualify a man to 
hold our moſt ſacred truſts, our properties, our liber- 
ties, and our lives, than to fit him to watch the land- 
ing of goods at the allen babe 8 


| e -of a . of a ſacred inſtitote. 
Whether we, ſinful men, have any religion, or not, 
ſurely there are ſome, who have given unſuſpected 
proofs 6f piety, and they ſay, We always think of the 
ſupreme being with the moſt profound reverence: 
We conſider the worſhip of him, with the deepeſt 
veneration, as the moſt ferious and important buſineſs 
of life; we adore the father of mankind for all his 
works, and chiefly for ſending his ſon to enlighten 
aur minds, and to regulate our actions, and when wo 
behold the holy inſtitutes of a kingdom not of this 
world, now impoſed upon the wicked, and now re- 
fafed to the good, diverted from the original end of 


their appoiritment, and proftituted to fecular purpoſes, 


we bluſh and tremble at the Mit 


Nor Tet it be once zmagined that we, who deteſt 


impofitions of this kind, are ſelfiſn for doing ſo. We 
know no men, Who have more reafon to complain of 
the Lcrathertil telt, than the eſtabliſhed clergy, By 


the rubrick'they are required to repel open evil livers 
rom the table of the Ear: but by che teſt hw they are 


compefled to Admit communieants of no faith, and of 
profligate manners. Should a conſcientious cler gy- 


mia, after proper notice given, refuſe to adminiſter 


the ſucrament to qualify an atheiſt for holding an office 
under government, be would expoſe and do a law 
Ae which . eee in his ruin. ä 

br 


8 
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Even bad men have an intereſt in the repeal of the 
teſt, for ſome, who are nominated to; offices, know 
themſelves unworthy communicants, aug they think 
if they receive the bread and wine #»werthih, they 
render themſelves guiliy of the body, aud. bleed. of th 
Lord : Should ſuch men be compelled to add thjs to all 
their other ſins; and can Ow a crime be ee 1 
an of ee. , ET. 


But it 6 is not "4% FS. of men, it. is; _ Atheiſts 
'Deiſts, and profligates, upon whom the teft law is in- 
tended to ſpend its force, but another, a claſs of vir- 
tuous characters expoſed to ſcorn for , imaginary 
offences called ſchiſm and hereſy. Vet what have 
ſtates to do with hereſy ? They create the crime, and 
then puniſh it; but could ſtateſmen be perſuaded: to 
let religion alone, there would remain no ſuch crime 
to be puniſhed. Among the brave and virtuous Goths, 
there was no ſuch word in all their primitive codes of 
law, and opinions the moſt prepoſterous do no in- 
muy: to the ſtate, as daily experience proves. Where 
men's lives are inoffenſive their ſpeculations ought to 
be free, To illuftrate this, I beg leave to read a part 
of what an ancient heretick wrote to the parent of 
modern orthodoxy, I mean Auguſtine of Africa. The 
writer was a Manichean, and I chooſe one of this 
denomination becauſe of all hereticks ancient and 
modern the Manicheans are treated, and by the or- 
thodox (as catholicks call themſelves) ever have been 
treated as the moſt dangerous members of ſociety, 
and the laſt to be ſuffered to live in any chriſtian fates 
So very diſtant have their notions of chriſtianity al- 
ways - been from thoſe. of the catholicks, that the 
latter n never allowed them to be cluiſtian«s. 
D 2 n 
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Auguſtine had called a Manicheatt a pagan \ ſehif- 
Matick, and this is a part of his anſwer. - * You call 
rhe a pagan ſchiſmatick. The pagans think, they ho- 
nour the deity by erecting altars, temples and images, 
and by offering ſacrifice and incenſe. I have quite 
other notions. I conſider myſelf, if I be not un- 
worthy, a living intelligent temple of the excellent 
majeſty of God: I hon6ur Chriſt his ſon as his expreſs 
image: a mind well-informed, I think, is an altar of 
| the deity, and pure and ſimple adoration the ſervice 
and the ſacrifice. How then am I a pagan ſchiſma- 
tick? For your parts, you have converted pagan” 
Iacrifices into love feaſts, idols into martyrs, and you 
worſhip them, as the pagans do their gods, by votive 
offerings: Lou appeaſe the manes of the dead by 
wine and feftivals: with pagans you celebrate pagan 
ſolemnities by obſerving their days: and of their 
morals you have altered nothing: it is you then, not 
te, who are pagan ſchiſmaticks, and nothing diſtin- 
guiſhes you from other heathens but your 1 
+ 10 N aſſemblies. | 1 


& You aſk me a 1 believe the foal 1.15 that 
à queſtion to put to a man, who obſerves all the pre- 
cepts of it? I might with propriety put the queſtion 
to you, becauſe your life gives no proof of it. I have 
left father, mother, wife, children, and whatever elſe 
the goſpel requires me to renounce; and you aſk 
. whether I believe the goſpel ! I perceive, you do not un- 
derſtand the goſpel, which is nothing but the doctrine 
and precepts of JESUS CHRIST, I have renounced 
ſilver and gold, and I carry none in my purſe: I am 
content with daily- bread, and 1 am free from anxiety 


about to morrow, what 1 ſhall eat, and wherewithal I 
2. | | | Hall 
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fall be clotheE: and you keep aſking me, whether 1 
believe the goſpel! you behold in me the beatitudes of 
Chriſt, the very beatitudes which conſtitute the goſpel ©, 
and you aſk me whether I embrace the gofpel! Vou 
ſee, I am poor in ſpirit, I am meek, pacifick, and 
pure in heart, I mourn, I hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, I ſuffer hatred 'and perſecution for 
Chriſt's ſake; and you doubt whether I believe the 
goſpel! We ought no longer to wonder at John .the 
Baptiſt, who had ſeen Jeſus, and had heard of his 
works, for ſending to inquire whether he were the 
Meſſiah. Jeſus, with the utmoſt propriety and dig- 
nity, did not condeſcend to return a direct anſwer, 
but referred him to his works, the blind receive their 
Erle, the deaf hear, the dead riſe, and ſo on.“ by 


<« You fay, to receive the goſpel is not only to ohne 
the precepts of it, but to believe all things written 
in it, of which the firſt is, the nativity' of Gods 
This article, however, is not the whole goſpel; 
the predepts of it is the other eſſential part. 
Now if you accuſe me of not believing the goſpel, 
becauſe I do. not admit the hiſtory of the birth of 
Chriſt, I may, and with much more reaſon, accuſe 
you of not believing the goſpel, becauſe you contemn 
the precepts of it. For the prefent, then, we are 
both alike,” Not to be tedious, the ſubſtance of the 
remainder on this article is this: „I, the Manichean, 
do not believe the genealogies and the hiſtory of the 
birth of Chriſt, and you, Biſhop of Hippo, do admit 
them. You do not practiſe the precepts of Chriſt, - 
and I do practiſe them. Thus, on your own princi- 
ples, neither of us admits the whole goſpel: but, it 


muſt be granted, you haye choſen the eaſy and I the 
difficult 
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difficult part: and Jeſus hath not af6hed the promiſe 
of ſalvation to your part, but he hath to mine. He 
hath ſaid, ye are my friends, if ye do whatſaever I com- 
wand you but he hath not ſaid, ye are my * 
2 2 believe I was born of a * 


You ſee, 4 PP I . N the worſt 1 
J could find: A man who has the preſumption to con- 
tradict the oracle of the church catholick and anti- 
catholick; a man who taxed a Saint, and a great Saint, 
with holding a heterodox faith, and living a wicked 
life, differing in his morals nothing from a heathen : 


A man whocriticiſed even the ſacred ſcriptures, whoſe 


four-goſpels began with the baptiſm of Jeſus, and wha 
diſcarded the two firſt.chapters of Matthew and Luke: 
A man, however, of undeniable virtue: Now I aſk, 
not Saint Auguſtine, who ſupported his anſwers by 
reminding his opponent that the Emperor was his 
eatholick brother in Chriſt, but I aſk you, who, though 
not Saints, are, however, men of ſenſe and piety, 
would any one of you charge himſelf with ſuppreſſing 


dy force ſuch a heretick as this, or ſhedding his blood ? 


Undoubtedly, you would ſay of ſuch a one, The Lord 
Judge between 'thee and me, but my hand ſhall not be 
pon thee. Perhaps, you would go further, and not 
only abſtain from injuring ſuch a man, but you would 
3M him all the kind offices in your power, conſider- 


Ing if he were not a chriſtian, he was at leaſt a neigh- 


bour, whom the Almighty had commanded 6 ap to 
Jove as yourſelf. 


In fine, Various as chriſtians are, there is an undiſ⸗ 
puted point, in which they all agree, all things what- 


vever e would that men ould: do to you, do ye even fo th 
45 he 
term, 
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them* for this 1s the lau and the prophitss You 
are, more than forty congregations in this county 
worſhipping God under the protection of the act of 
toleration, a handful: but were you ten thouſand 
times as many, and had you the law and the ford 
in your hands, could any man think it right for your 
majority (and you would have no other argument) 
to impoſe your faith and mode of worſhip on the reft 
of the inhabitants? I know you reject the thought, 
on account of both its abſurdity and mjuſtice, for you 
diſtinguiſh between eftabliſhing yourſelves and eſtab- 
liſhing chriſtianity. To feat yourſelves in all places 
of honour and profit, to the excluſion af all other na- 
tives, would be unjuſt: and to pretend to eſtabliſh 
chriſtianity, which can no more be eſtabliſhed than 
beauty or wit, would be abſurd. Let us aſk our neigh» 
bours, Would they approve of our putting them in the 
condition into which they have put us? What would 
they ſay to us, if we ſhould pretend, that unleſs all 
officers civil and military received the ſacrament fits 
ting, in our meeting-houfes, law would be violated, 
the treafury exhauſted, the conſtitution ſubverted, 
and Great Britain and all her poſſeſſions fall into im- 
medinte ruin? A midnight tale fit for the tenth cens. 
tury, but not to be repeated now! A ſeditious tale fit 
for nothing but to fummon men to arms and barbarous 
deeds to determine which party hath the majority! 
What conceivable connection can there be between 
receiving the ſacriment according to the uſage of any 
church, and diſtributing juſtice, routing an army, ar 
collecting the cuſtoms? - . a 


Gy 


To conclude. Nonconfortity' is 8 nt and 
we are engaged in by * misfortuhe but By hoi, 
as 


| 
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as many before me can atteſt, By contending for the 
ſufficiency of ſcripture we mean to acquire credibility 


to the goſpel, for the goſpel itſelf is credible, and they 
are human additions and gainful appendages that 


bring it into contempt. By denying the dominion of 
-parents over the religion of their deſcendants, we plead 
the cauſe of poſterity, the liberty of every individual 
to be, or not to be a profeſſor of the chriſtian religion, 


as his unbiaſſed reaſon and conſcience ſhall direct him. 
By denying imperial authority over conſcience, we de- 


<lare our averſion to deſpotical government and pagan 
religion, which was nothing but ſhow. By rejecting 
prelacy, we confirm the doctrine of the text; we pro- 
vide for the improvement of the mind, by affirming 
the liberty of all chriſtians to act agreeably to their 
own convictions; particularly we plead the cauſe of 
young men preparing for the miniſtry, that their 
minds may be unſhackled, that 'they may not he 

obliged to allow a concluſion before they have exa- 
mined the premiſes, that they may have no temptat ion 
to prevaricate for reward, and no fear of diſmal con- 
ſequences for thinking differently from Greeks and 
Africans, who lived in times illiterate, and in places 
remote from us, who are a people as far ſuperior to 
them as men civilized are ro ſavages, or, at beſt, to 
men in the firſt ſtages of civilization, Inſtead of 
the uſual train of, firſt faith, then quotation of autho- 
rities, and laſtly reafon, we would firit reafon, then 
build faith upon evidence, and reject all authority to 
call us to account except that to which Jehovah hath 
ſaid, every Ince ſhall bow, By diſowning feudal autho- 
rity, we only claim that for our conſciences, which 
all other men in a country free from vaſſallage have 


claimed for their perſons and, properties, We affirm 
2 | 8 the 
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che plainneſs of the goſpel, the capability of all men 
to judge of it, and the right of every one to be free, 
virtuous, and happy. We put one God in the place 
of many Lords. When we repreſent the ancient 
ſprings of tyranny, and narrate the inundations of it, 
we are not inſenſible of the merit of our anceſtors, 
who cut channels for it, and ſet bounds to the flood, 
ſaying, #:therto ſhalt thou come, but no further; and 
here ſhall thy proud waves be fayed, When we aſk 
thoſe, who have it in their power, to dry up the lin- 
gering ſtreams that remain, and to reſtore us our origr> 
nal paradiſe, where the voice of oppreſſion ſhall not 
be heard, we aſk no favour, we claim a 6irthright, 
which we never forfeited by any crime, which it 
would be ignoble to deſpiſe, and abominable to 98 
for à meſs of pottage. | 

May Gad in all things be glorified through Feſus Chr ii, 
to whom be praiſe and deminion for ever and ever, Amen. 
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